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Our 2019 Bonsai Exhibition was a success! Good job to our members
who participated! A special thanks to Sylvia Smith, who chaired the
event.
I am delighted that Spring is finally here. With warmer temperatures
our trees are filling out. After 4 years of waiting, I’m excited that our
apricot tree had a flush of flowers this year.
This month will be full of activities. Of course, we begin the month
with our regular Membership Meeting on the first Saturday. I am
looking forward to learning from our very own Chris Scholz about the
dos and don’ts of photography for bonsai. Then, the following week,
we have the American Bonsai Society National Convention (together
with Lone Star Bonsai Federation Annual Convention) in Houston,
Texas. If you plan to go to the convention, spread the word orally.
Anyone who is on the fence about attending might be encouraged to
attend just by learning that a familiar face will be there.
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ewhite82@gmail.com

Ben Karlson, Secretary
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bmuto@aol.com
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Haiying_huang@yahoo.com

Luis ‘Alex’ Lebron, Webmaster
tqhang@gmail.com

Luis ‘Alex’ Lebron, Social Media Chair
luislebron78@gmail.com

Brian Myers, Member at Large
John Borusheski, Member at Large
Howard Smith, LSBF Delegate
bonsaismiths@tx.rr.com

John Miller, President Emeritus
bonsaimiller@aol.com
Sylvia Smith, Past President
sylvia3smith@gmail.com
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April Program
Better Bonsai Photos –
Take Professional Bonsai Pictures with your Phone
Guest Speaker Chris Scholz
9 AM to Noon, April 6th
North Haven Gardens

In this program, you will learn how to document the
progress of you bonsai collection over time. Bring
your cell phone camera to learn how to take
professional photographs without the need for
expensive photography equipment.

What to expect:
• Understand the 5 secrets of professional bonsai photography
• Learn the fundamentals of how to take professional pictures of
your bonsai collection
• Practice what you have learned
What to bring:
• Bring your own digital camera/cell phone, no need for
expensive gear
What to learn:
• Understand what makes a good
photograph
• Develop an eye for good
photography
• How to show your bonsai in the
best light
• Take pictures to reflect your
artistic vision
• The 5 golden rules of bonsai
photography
• Take a sharp picture every time
• What equipment you need and
what equipment you don’t need
• How to light a scene with
inexpensive desk lamps
• Relaxed and informal
environment – This is your
hobby we want you to enjoy it!

Upcoming
Events
Saturday, April 6th 9am to noon
Better Bonsai Photos
Saturday, April 27th NHG Spring Clubs
& Societies Day
Saturday, May 4th 3pm to 6pm
Guest Artist Austin Heitzman on
Bonsai Stand
Saturday, May 11th, 9am to noon
Visiting Artist Owen Reich Workshop
Saturday, May 11th, Study Group with
Bonsai Smiths

Events
Elsewhere
April 11-14, 2019 Bonsai on the
Bayou, Houston Texas
April 13-14, 2019 Spring Bonsai
Show, Salt Lake City, Utah
April 26-28, 2019, Arco Bonsai,
Arco, Italy
May 2-4, 2019, Omiya Bonsai
Festival, Kita-ku, Saitama, Japan
May 17-20, 2019, 32nd AABC
National Bonsai Convention,
Melbourne, Australia
May 18 – 26, 2019, 8th Satsuki
Bonsai Festival, Milan, Italy
June 1, 2019 Las Vegas Bonsai
Society Annual Bonsai Show, Las
Vegas, Nevada
June 15-16, 2019, Bonsai West,
Delft, Netherlands
June 22 – 23, 2019, 9th Bonsai
Triennale, Wojslawice, Poland
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March Program in Review
Annual Club Show
We had another successful and fun BSD Club Show. A big
thanks to everyone that contributed in some way to making
the show a success. Whether it was help with setup, manning
the show, tear down, or bringing in material, this show
cannot happen without all your help! And of course this
would not happen without Sylvia running the show and
organizing this event. Thank you Sylvia!

I would also like to thank the membership for taking the time
to judge the show for technical merit. Although more time
consuming, this form of judging takes the edge off of our
personal preferences in bonsai and helps us focus on the technical skill of the individual training the tree. It helps
us pick better bonsai material as it makes us aware of desired bonsai characteristics. Instead of viewing judging as
the tearing apart of our tree’s faults, we should begin to embrace the information given as a form of improving our
trees and our technical skills. This is why even the health of the tree weighs in during numbered judging.
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April Bonsai
Tips and Advice
By John Miller

At a workshop recently I was helping a bit. I found
on some trees that had been repotted more than once
that some roots from the original 2" starting pot had
bent back toward the center and were still there
growing strong. That is the reason that on your first
repotting, whether from a nursery grown plant or a
collected tree, you should remove all the old soil so
you can see and correct the rootage. Later on when
you have grown the tree large enough you will have
a good nebari as a base for your styling.
We have had more rain this year and not as cold as
usual. This is favorable for having more problems
from the insects and fungal diseases. Aphids
especially are showing up. Mildew usually won’t be
seen until it warms more but with our Texas weather
that could be here before this article gets in print. Leaf
spot could be a problem.
Fungal diseases can show up with damp weather.
Leaf spot can be serious on Catlin and chinese elms
and on hollies. There are organic fungicides
available, baking soda is one. Check an organics
nursery or publications. A 1% solution of hydrogen
peroxide (dilute the standard 3% store bought stuff 2
parts water to each part peroxide) is also
recommended but it can injure very new foliage.
A good organic program takes care of both the
feeding and the insect problems. The trick is to be
sure to thoroughly cover the plant including all the
leaf axils. Use a hand or pump up sprayer to get a fine
spray to cover all, a hose end sprayer does not cover
good enough. This is also true if you want to use
commercial chemical sprays.
I recommend the organic mixture of 1 tablespoon
each of fish emulsion, liquid kelp, molasses and apple
cider vinegar to a gallon of water. I use the mixture
both as a foliar feed spray and as a soil drench
fertilizer. As a weekly foliar spray, for me anyhow, it
keeps aphids, mites, loopers, bagworms and other
insects under control. I try to drench twice a month
partly because I don’t think the plant can absorb all

the minor elements it needs thru the foliage. It is a
good practice to also use fertilizer cakes on the
surface of the soil which feeds a bit every time you
water. Commercial water soluble fertilizers wash out
with the next watering and result in poorly fed pale
bonsai. They are intended for use in soil that retains
water for a long period such as commercial house
plant mixes.
(A commercial product called Garret Juice which is
to be used the same way uses compost tea, dried
seaweed, water, molasses and vinegar. As a fertilizer
this should act the same but it does not seem to work
as good as an insecticide.)
Late March or early April is when I repot things like
Dwarf Yaupon Holly and Boxwood. They do well
when kept in light shade and out of the wind.
Repotting for the hardy bonsai has ended and its still
too early for the tropicals. Depending on temperature
some tropicals may be done by the end of April.
If you have early blooming azaleas, you should
remove some of the buds. Most azalea have way too
many buds to look good when they do not have room
to open fully.
So what is left to do? Just trimming, feeding,
trimming, check for insects, trimming, shows,
trimming. You get the idea. Trimming, that is the
pinching, plucking or whatever of new growth, is the
process that both develops refinement on your tree
but is vital to keep it from growing out of that desired
state. This is not pruning which is cutting of branches
which should not be done when there is a strong sap
flow, which starts when the tree breaks dormancy and
continues until after the leaves harden or later.
At the risk of repeating the process too much I repeat
it for the beginners. On elms and other trees with
leaves appearing alternately down the shoot, do not
let more than 5 new leaves appear. Cut back to 2 or 3
leaves, leaving the last leaf on the side that you want
the new growth to appear. On maples and others with

Bonsai Society of Dallas, P.O. Box 836922, Richardson, TX 75083-6922 • www.bonsaisocietyofdallas.com

BSD NEWSLETTER
APRIL 2019

PAGE 5

leaves coming in pairs on opposite sides of the twig
if you let them grow you get very long internodes.
Cut the center shoot as soon as you can determine it.
Tweezers work best for this operation. Since the
shoots do not all open at the same time this could be
a daily chore for the best results.
Be sure to check your soils each day for proper water
content. It is easy to assume that the soil has plenty of
water when the days are cool or there has been some
rain. A tree with full leaves may shed rain water
outside of the pot or a good sun and low humidity
after a front will dry the soil. I suggest that you
remove some of the moss so that you can see and feel
the soil in order to determine how dry it is. (Moss
growing on the trunk or roots will also cause the bark
to rot.) An automatic watering system will be an aid

but you should not rely on it to replace hand watering.
Best use might be to use it for a shot of watering in
the morning and again at noon, then do hand watering
in the evening. Most automatic systems just water a
spot or two in the pot. Hand watering covers the entire
pot and allows you to adjust the watering for each tree
individually and lets you see that the pot is draining
properly. A clogged drainage hole can drown some
trees in less than a week.
Most trees will do well in the full sun at this time of
year. However, if you have had them in partial shade
be careful about moving them directly to full sun.
They probably should be acclimated gradually. Too
much wind will cause the leaves to burn. Some
damage may not show up until hot weather.

Beginner’s Bulletin Board
There are no ‘dumb’ questions when you are a beginner at any new endeavor. However sometimes beginners are reluctant to ask a question in a
monthly meeting. Got a question? Send it to Haiying at haiying_huang@yahoo.com for an individual response. Your question may also appear
anonymously here in a future issue so that others can learn.

Question: When I re-potted my Jade trees this month, I found many of
them have very few roots even though their foliage looked healthy. What
can I do, if anything, to stimulate root growth in Jade trees?
Answer by Diane: Let's look further into this species to identify what
you have and how best to care for it. This plant originates from southern
Africa and typically is found either in the dwarf variety (Portulacaria afra)
or standard size (Crassula ovata). The former is preferred for bonsai
because of its small leaves. It is a tropical so should be cared for following
the guidelines for most tropicals. However it is also a succulent which
means most of the water it takes up is stored in the leaves, rather than the
roots. For this reason it typically does not have an extensive root system
and does not need to be repotted annually.
As always, we work to increase the health of the tree by watering properly, providing sufficient light, and by
fertilizing (assuming the tree is not in stress). Water sparingly and allow the soil to dry out a bit between
watering. If kept indoors, be sure it is near a sunny window. It can be placed outside during our warm weather,
but be sure to let it adjust to the added sunlight by starting it in the shade and gradually moving it to dappled
sunlight over a period of weeks so as not to burn the leaves. Fertilize monthly with a balanced fertilizer
throughout its growing season which is spring through autumn.
Dallas Bonsai has an informative care guide for dwarf Jade tree bonsai: https://www.dallasbonsai.com/careguides/dwarf-jade.html.
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March’s To-Do List
This is a simple monthly checklist for those enthusiasts who
have the knowledge and skill required to perform the tasks
listed. It is intended to tell you ‘what’ to do, not ‘how and why”
to do it. Want to know more? Send in any questions you might
have or come to any monthly program to discuss further.

All Species
• Fertilize 4 – 6 weeks after repotting
• Watch and treat for pests
• Apply wire (if not recently repotted)
• Remove wire if cutting into branches
Deciduous
• Prune, wire, and style
Evergreen/Conifer
• Prune, wire, and style
• Fertilize pines heavily

Member News
Got news to share? Let us know…

If you have not already done so, please
mail, or better yet, bring your
membership dues to the next meeting.
Please use the form at the end of the
newsletter to ensure we have your
information up to date. Thanks!

Link of the Month
While John Naka’s Bonsai Techniques 1 &
2 are considered the Bible of bonsai design,
they can be quite pricy and hard to find.
The link below gives a list of bonsai books,
both for beginners and experienced hands.

Flowering/Fruit
•
•

https://www.bonsaimary.com/bonsaibooks.html

Prune sparingly so as not to reduce seasonal
flowers
Wire and style

Tropical
•
•

Move to spring/summer locations
Replenish potting supplies for summer repotting

Tip of the Month
Use colored aluminum wires for wiring
We heavily rely on wiring to train and style our bonsai trees; wrapping wire
around the branches enables us to bend and position the branches to
produce aesthetic designs. There are typically two types of wires for bonsai
wiring: copper wires are for conifers and pines and aluminum wires are for
deciduous trees. Beginners, however, may want to start with aluminum
wires because they are easier to work with and are more economical. Once
the branches are wired, wait for a few months for them to set in position
and then the wire should be removed. If the wire is left in place, it could
cut into the branch, leaving undesirable wiring scars that could take quite
a long time to heal over. Therefore, it is critical to remove the wiring before
they cut into the branches. For trees with dense foliage, however, you may
miss one or two wires, especially when the wire has similar color as the
bark. Using colored aluminum wires could avoid this problem. You can
find colored aluminum from online sources or hobby stores as they are
commonly used by jewelry makers.
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www.bonsaismiths.net

www.benttreebonsai.blogspot.com
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Place Your Ad Here!
Business card size is $5.00 per month
Half page size is $20.00 per month
Full page size is $35.00 per month

For more details contact:
Bill Muto
bmuto@aol.com
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Bonsai Society of Dallas
www.bonsaisocietyofdallas.com

Membership Form
Please mail to:

Bonsai Society of Dallas
P.O. Box 836922
Richardson, TX 75083-6922
Or bring to any club meeting

Bonsai Society of Dallas meets on the first (1st) Saturday of each month.
Time: 9:00 AM
Place: North Haven Garden Center
7700 Northaven Road
Dallas, TX
Name(s): ______________________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________
City: ________________________________ State: ___________________ Zip: ___________________
Telephone: _________________________

E-mail: ___________________________________________

Date: ______________________________

 New Membership

 Individual Membership:

 Renewal Membership

 Joint Membership:

$30.00

$35.00

For the convenience of our membership a roster is published for members only in March of each year.
Please check the appropriate box if you do not wish to be included

 Include me in the membership roster

 Exclude me from the membership roster
Do Not Cut: For Treasurer Use
Member Receipt

Name: ________________________________________ Membership Year _____________________________
Amount Paid: ______________ Date: ___________________

Received By: _________________________

Bonsai Society of Dallas, P.O. Box 836922, Richardson, TX 75083-6922 • www.bonsaisocietyofdallas.com

